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Institutional Arrangements 
 

1. Background and Current State 
 
The 1 Gigaton Coalition was officially launched in December 2014 at COP 20 in Lima. It has been initiated 
by the Government of Norway and is coordinated by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).   
 
The 1 Gigaton Coalition  is a voluntary international framework working to increase efforts to measure 
and report reduced GHG emissions resulting from renewable energy and energy efficiency initiatives and 
programmes in developing countries. The Coalition is aiming at filling the emissions gap needed to achieve 
the 2 degrees target by realising the full potential for renewable energy and energy efficiency.  As of today, 
more than 70 partners have expressed an interest in joining the Coalition.   
 
Partners are expected to measure and report on achieved reductions of GHG emissions resulting from 
renewable energy and energy efficiency initiatives and programs in developing countries (including 
through bilateral, regional and multilateral channels) not accounted for. The Coordination Team of the 1 
Gigaton Coalition will coordinate the collection of data and the production of annual reports by working 
with existing initiatives and agencies who already collect and analyse data to ensure effective 
collaboration and to avoid any unnecessary duplication. Reports will increasingly be developed according 
to agreed guidelines and methodologies under the UNFCCC, and be timely published for direct use within 
the UNFCCC and the SE4ALL frameworks. 
 
Participation in the 1 Gigaton Coalition is open to both developed and developing countries, as well as to 
intergovernmental organisations, private sector organisations, academia and civil society organisations. 
Any of these partners may join the 1 Gigaton Coalition subject to endorsement of the Framework 
Document. Participation is voluntary, and as such, membership does not create any binding obligations 
and each Partner individually determines the nature of its participation. 
 
The 1 Gigaton Coalition started with a voluntary and informal character. However, since there are 
currently more than 70 partners who want to join the Coalition, there is a need to initiate a discussion on 
governance and structure with partners. The purpose of this paper is to initiate a discussion based on a 
proposed governance structure of the Coalition.  
 

2. Suggested Governance Structure for the Coalition  
 

The Coalition could initially be comprised of (see also Figure below):  

 The Annual Coalition Meeting;  

  Steering Group; 

 A Coordination Team (Secretariat); and 

 Technical Advisory Group. 
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2.1.  The Annual Coalition Meeting 
 
The Annual Coalition Meeting (ACM) is the annual meeting of all partners, which would be held preferably 
back-to-back with similar meetings organised by other energy/climate initiatives/coalitions or UNFCCC 
negotiations. The ACM serves as a body to provide high-level guidance and oversee the activities of the 
Coalition. Partners will also use the ACM as a platform for sharing lessons and best practices from 
renewable energy and energy efficiency activities, and for promoting and facilitating cooperation. 
 
2.2 The 1 Gigaton Coalition Steering Group 
 
A Steering Group (SG) which will be comprised of high-level representatives from partners (about 10 
members) will be established and co-chaired by a representative from a developing country partner and 
a developed/international organization partner. The rotation of the co-chairs will be done on an 
annual/biannual basis (to be agreed by the Steering Group). The SG will provide regular oversight of 
Coalition activities and initiatives; approve the annual Energy Emission Reduction Report1; assist, together 
with all Partners and the Coordination Team, in securing Coalition funding; and other matters as deemed 
appropriate. Meetings of the Steering Group will be held back-to-back with relevant other meetings such 
as those of the UNFCCC and SE4ALL. 
 
2.3 The Coordination Team - Secretariat 
 
The Secretariat is a small team of professional and administrative staff that coordinates and supports the 
work of the Coalition and acts as the primary information and reporting link for the Coalition. Its’ services 
are provided by UNEP’s Division of Technology, Industry and Economics (UNEP DTIE), which is based in 
Paris, France. It would play an overall coordination role for the Coalition, and would prepare work 
programmes, organise all meetings and events of the Coalition, produce an annual report of the Coalition 
activities for approval by the Coalition (e.g. to be published before each COP); manage communication 
and outreach activities including the development and maintenance of the coalition website; and with 

                                                           
1 Name of report to be agreed upon. 
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support of the Technical Working Group develop a harmonised methodology aligned with IPPC and 
UNFCCC requirements. 
 
It will deliver this by working closely with relevant agencies and initiatives such as the UNFCCC, REN21, 
SE4ALL and CTCN. UNEP, in partnership with the Technical University of Denmark (DTU), is managing the 
SE4All Energy Efficiency Hub known as the Copenhagen Centre on Energy Efficiency (C2E2), and is also the 
host of the Climate Technology Centre and Network (CTCN). 

 
2.4 The 1 Gigaton Coalition Technical Advisory Group (TAG) 
 
The Technical Advisory Group (TAG) will be composed of a small number of international experts in the 
field (about 10 maximum). It will assist the 1GtC Coordination Team in tackling important challenges with 
regard to the most accurate way of measuring and reporting GHG emissions savings based on IPCC and 
UNFCCC methodologies and guidance. The TAG will also support the Coordination Team in communicating 
and encouraging the deployment of renewable and efficient technologies, and access to energy. It will 
advise on the need for developing a common methodology for GHG emissions reductions based on IPCC 
and UNFCCC methodologies and guidance from energy activities that has the best potential for generating 
a new knowledge base and can support important ongoing political initiatives, particularly the UNFCCC 
negotiations and SE4ALL. The TAG will also help design and apply the common methodology to measure 
the GHG emission savings from countries’ past and present energy initiatives and programmes; review 
and comment on report drafts and other major background and outreach material; and support 
communications and outreach activities. 
 

3. Funding 
 
Norway has been funding the work of the Coalition so far and is committed to continuing to do so. Each 
partner to the Coalition may, at its discretion, also contribute funds, personnel and other resources to the 
Coalition. Any costs directly incurred by a Partner arising from the activities of the Coalition are to be 
borne by the Partner that incurs them, unless other arrangements are decided by the Coalition. Funds 
contributed to support Coalition activities may be held in a Trust Fund established for that purpose and 
managed by UNEP in accordance with United Nations rules and regulations. 
 
 
 
 


